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You looked at him and you saw this and you thought, “Oh, now, don’t be
like that!” But he was like that, and as soon as the little cake had been
deposited on the table, and the orchestra had finished the birthday piece,
and the general attention had shifted from the man and woman, I saw him
say something to her under his breath — some punishing thing, quick and
curt and unkind. I couldn’t bear to look at the woman then, so I stared at
my plate and waited for quite a long time. Not long enough, though. She
was still crying when I finally glanced over there again. Crying quietly
and heartbrokenly and hopelessly, all to herself, under the gay big brim of
her best hat.
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